Western Valley Summer Co-ed Baseball League  Policy



The Western Valley Summer Co-ed Baseball League is organized and operated under the authority of the Western Valley Recreation Association, Inc.

The association is a voluntary organization committed to the development of recreation services in the Western Valley Region, encompassing communities from Nackawic to Plaster Rock (Plaster Rock, Perth-Andover, Tobique First Nation, Florenceville-Bristol, Centreville, Bath, Hartland, Woodstock and Nackawic). Any  community within the geographic areas of the Western Valley, having full membership or asscociate membership as outlined in the WVRA Constitution enrolled with the Western Valley Recreation Association Inc. may enter a contingent in the league and be granted a “service area”. The Recreation department service areas are defined using proximity, telephone exchanges, and school districts. Participation is open to all residents within a service area who meet the age requirements specified (subject to the discretion of the association). Associate members may have their own contingent or may join in with the closest member to ensure participation.
The policies and guidelines contained in this document have been adopted by the Western Valley Recreation Association, Inc. as the official policy manual for the operation and administration of the Western Valley Summer Co-ed Baseball League.

Authority

The sponsor and governing authority of the Western Valley Summer Co-ed Baseball League herein after noted, as the “Co-ed Baseball League” is the Western Valley Recreation Association, Inc. herein after noted as the “Association”.

The Association initiates and/or ratifies all decisions, policies, recommendations, etc. relevant to the operation of the Co-ed Baseball League.
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Age Categories

Rookie – 9 years and under (9 years old and younger who do not reach their 10th birthday during the current calendar year.)

Mosquito – 10 & 11 year olds (11
years old and younger who do not reach their 12th birthday during the current calendar year).

Pee Wee – 12 & 13 year olds (13 years old and younger who do not reach their 14th birthday during the current calendar year).


Bantam – 14 & 15 year olds (15 years old and younger who do not reach their 16th birthday during the current calendar year).


Age Categories



Ball Size
Rookie




Soft Touch Ball
Mosquito




65cc
Pee Wee




65cc

Bantam




80cc
Player equipment

Each community team must have batting helmets, catcher’s helmet & mask & chest protector, shin pads, bats, balls, and should have the same color t-shirts/uniforms.

Season length

· The season for baseball will be 8 weeks or longer depending on the age categories during the summer.

· Deadline for registering a team in the league will be second Friday in June.

· Registration fees for all leagues must be paid by the first game of the year end tournament.
Games

Rookie  (Game nights – Thursdays)
· Northern and Southern Divisions will depend on the number of teams registered.

· Cost to the League will be $75.00 per team.

· One scheduled game per week. Length of game shall be 1 ½ hr time limit.   
· Jamboree at the end of the season with no championship play.  Each team is guaranteed 2 games and all participants will receive a participant incentive.

Mosquito (Game nights – Wednesday)
· Northern and Southern Divisions will depend on the number of teams registered.

· Cost to the League will be $100.00 per team.

· One scheduled game per week. Length of game shall be 6 innings of play or 2hr time limit.   Which every come first.
· Tournament at the end of the season, which will include championship play.  

Pee Wee (Game Nights – Tuesday)
· Northern and Southern Divisions will depend on the number of teams registered.

· Cost to the League will be $100.00 per team.

· One scheduled game per week.  Length of game shall be 7 innings of play or 2 ½ hr time limit.   Which every come first.
· Tournament at the end of the season, which will include championship play.  

Bantam (Game Nights – Monday)
· Northern and Southern Divisions will depend on the number of teams registered.

· Cost to the League will be $150.00 per team.

· One scheduled game per week.  Length of game shall be 7 innings of play or 2 ½ hr time limit.   Which every come first.
· Tournament at the end of the season, which will include championship play.  

Rules of Play

· Fair Play concept will be promoted and adhered to.

· Baseball NB Rules and Western Valley League Rules will apply during scheduled league games and jamborees and tournaments.

· Skills shall be taught age appropriate.

· Provide an opportunity for all participants to be equally involved in the sport.

· All competitive players are eligible to play on their community team.

· If there is an all star competitive team, this team will not be eligible to play in the community summer league.

· If there is not enough interest in one community to field a team, then participants may go to other areas to play.

· Any Cancellations must be made by 4:00pm the day of the game.

· New Pitching Rules:

	Rookie
	Mosquito
	Pee Wee
	Bantam
	Rest Days Required

	Coach pitches to his own team for the whole game 
	1 to 25
	1 to 30
	1 to 35
	None

	
	25 to 40
	31 to 45
	36 - 50
	1 day

	
	41 to 55
	46 to 60
	51 to 65
	2 days

	
	56 to 65
	61 to 75
	66 to 80
	3 days

	
	66 to 75
	76 to 85
	81 to 95
	4 days

	
	75
	85
	95
	Maximum


· An appearance shall be defined as 1 pitch thrown or more.  Every pitch thrown in the game is counted (including foul tips, and foul Balls).  Warm-up pitches between innings, or when a new pitcher enters the game, are not part of the count.  Intentional walks will be included in Pitch Count totals.
· If a player is in the middle of an at bat when the limit is reached, the pitcher will be permitted to finish the batter if their maximum pitch has been reached for that calendar day.  Following that batter they must be removed from the pitching position.
ROOKIE  DIVISION  RULES

1.
Games shall be five innings or 1.5 hours in length, whichever comes first.

2.
All games start at 6:30 p.m. sharp.  Please be warmed up and ready to go by that time.

3.
Bases shall be 40 ft. apart.

4.
The maximum age is 9 years old (9 years old and younger who do not reach their 10th birthday during the current calendar year.).  While there is no minimum age, please use discretion when allowing younger children to play.

5.
Open substitutions are allowed throughout the game.  Please give all children equal playing time.

6.
All players are to be included in the batting order although only 10 players can take the field at once.

7.
The inning is finished after everyone on the team has batted. 

8.
Athletes do not run the bases if they are out.

9.
The coach can pitch to either his or her own team or the opposing, whichever is decided by the coaches before the game.

10.
There is still a player standing by the pitcher who fields all balls.  The coach is not permitted to touch the ball if it is hit to them. If the coach does touch the ball, the batter is awarded a single.

11.
All players are required to wear batting helmets while batting, on base and on deck.

12.
There is no stealing or bunting so the catcher can stand away from home plate.

13.
There is not three strike rule in this league but there is a maximum of six pitches which may be thrown to each child in order for them to hit.  This will keep the game moving.

14.
You may have an adult on each base to coach children on where to run. 

15.
Ball size – Soft touch 65 CC.

16.
Each sport should make directory of contacts (i.e. coaches, recreation departments, etc.) and league schedules.

MOSQUITO  DIVISION  RULES

1.
Players 11yrs old and under (11
years old and younger who do not reach their 12th birthday during the current calendar year.)

2.
Minimum of 8 players to start a game.  Less than the required amount will result in a forfeit.  

3.
All rules are the same as the Baseball Canada Rule Book.  Specific Mosquito rules can be found on pages 83-85 (Grey pages).

4.
 The batter cannot become a runner on a catcher’s miss of a third strike.  The third strike, either called or swung at,  does not have to be caught.  The batter is automatically out; however, the ball is alive and in play.

5.
Base runners cannot leave their base until the pitched ball has reached the batter.

6.
When a base runner leaves his base before the pitched ball crosses the plate and the ball is hit, the runner must return to the unoccupied base nearest the one he left depending on the batter. (Rule 7.00c, page 84)

7.
See Rule 7.00 d, page 84.

8.
New Pitching Rules:


Mosquito
Pee Wee
Bantam
Rest Days Required

1  to 25
1 to 30
1 to 35
None

26  to 40
31 to 45
36 - 50
1 day

41  to 55
46 to 60
51 to 65
2 days

56  to 65
61 to 75
66 to 80
3 days

66  to 75
76 to 85
81 to 95
4 days

75

85

95

Maximum

9.
An appearance shall be defined as 1 pitch thrown or more.  Every pitch thrown in the game is counted (including foul tips, and foul Balls).  Warm-up pitches between innings, or when a new pitcher enters the game, are not part of the count.  Intentional walks will be included in Pitch Count totals.

10.
Five run rule:  5 runs or 3 outs ends an inning.  An exception to this is when three or four runs have already been scored in the inning and the bases are loaded and the next batter drives all 3 runs in for a total of 6 runs in that inning.  Play is over when the catcher has the ball at home plate.  DO NOT INTENTIONALLY WALK THE LAST BATTER TO END AN INNING.  THIS IS POOR SPORTSMANSHIP AND THE KIDS DO NOT GET A CHANCE TO BAT.

11.
Bases – 60 ft. apart. 

12.
Pitching mound – 44 feet from front part of pitcher’s plate to back point of home plate

13.
Ball size – 65 CC.

14.
Each sport should make directory of contacts (i.e. coaches, recreation departments, etc.) and league schedules.

15.
Umpires must be 14 years and older.
PEE WEE DIVISION RULES

1.
Players 13 years of age under who do not reach their 14th birthday as of December 31st  of the current year.

2.
Minimum of 8 players to start a game.  Less than the required amount will result in a forfeit.

3.
The 10 run rule applies after 5 complete innings.

4.
A game will be a complete game when five innings are played and the game is called because of darkness.

5.
New Pitching Rules:

Mosquito

Pee Wee
Bantam
Rest Days Required

1   to 25

1 to 30

1 to 35

None

26 to 40

31 to 45
36 - 50

1 day

41 to 55

46 to 60
51 to 65
2 days

56 to 65

61 to 75
66 to 80
3 days

66 to 75

76 to 85
81 to 95
4 days

75


85

95

Maximum

6.
An appearance shall be defined as 1 pitch thrown or more.  Every pitch thrown in the game is counted (including foul tips, and foul Balls).  Warm-up pitches between innings, or when a new pitcher enters the game, are not part of the count.  Intentional walks will be included in Pitch Count totals.

7.
Pitching distance is 48 ft.  and the bases are 70 ft apart.  Ball size – 65 CC

8.
If the pitcher is removed from the mound during a game and although retained at another position, he shall not be permitted to pitch again during that game.

9.
If a pitcher balks when the bases are empty, a ball shall be called on the batter.  If he balks when there are runners on base, the umpire shall tell the pitcher in the form of a warning and the runner must go back to their original base and a ball is still called on the batter.  If it happens again the umpire shall award all runners one base.

10.
Overthrows:  as per Baseball New Brunswick Rule Book.

11.
Five run rule:  5 runs or 3 outs ends an inning.  An exception to this is `when three or four runs have already been scored in the inning and the bases are loaded and the next batter drives all 3 runs in for a total of 6 runs in that inning.  Play is over when the catcher has the ball at home plate.  DO NOT INTENTIONALLY WALK THE LAST BATTER TO END AN INNING.  THIS IS POOR SPORTSMANSHIP AND THE KIDS DO NOT GET A CHANCE TO BAT.

12.
Open substitutions for defensive positions only except for the pitcher.

13.
Batting Order – two options:

1)
Bat everyone on the team

2)
Bat 9 players and substitute them halfway through the game


Each must choose option 1 or 2 but please let the opposing team’s coach know before the game starts.

14.
 Cancellations by 4 p.m. – must notify coaches. Umpires must be 15 yrs. and older.
BANTAM  DIVISION  RULES

1.
Players must be 15 and under who do not reach their 16th birthday as of December 31st of the current year.

2.
Minimum of 8 players to start a game.  Less than the required amount will result in a forfeit.

3.
All rules are the same as the Baseball Canada Rule Book.  Specific Bantam rules can be found on Pages 87-88 (Grey pages).

4.
New Pitching Rules:

Mosquito

Pee Wee
Bantam
Rest Days Required

1   to 25

1 to 30
1 to 35
None

26 to 40

31 to 45
36 - 50
1 day

41 to 55

46 to 60
51 to 65
2 days

56 to 65

61 to 75
66 to 80
3 days

66 to 75

76 to 85
81 to 95
4 days

75


85

95

Maximum

5.
An appearance shall be defined as 1 pitch thrown or more.  Every pitch thrown in the game is counted (including foul tips, and foul Balls).  Warm-up pitches between innings, or when a new pitcher enters the game, are not part of the count.  Intentional walks will be included in Pitch Count totals.

6.
No more than 5 runs can be scored in one inning except the seventh inning.  The seventh inning is open.

7.
Bases – 80 ft. apart.

8.
Pitching mound – 54 feet from front part of pitcher’s plate to back point of home plate.

9.
Ball size – 80 CC.

10.
Each sport should make directory of contacts (i.e. coaches, recreation departments, etc.) and league schedules.

11.
Umpires must be 16 years and older.
Summary of dates





Deadline for registering a team in the league will be the second Friday in June.


Jamborees and Year End Tournaments will be chosen at the May meeting.


Registration fees for all leagues must be paid by registration first game of year end tournament.


Any cancellations must be made by 4:00pm the day of the game.
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